
Gerholz Center for
Christian Counseling

Part of the Serve Ministry of
First Presbyterian Church

Meeting the Need



Gerholz Center History

 Began ministry in 1983

 Has served over 5,000 people

The primary service of the Center is to meet a broad 
spectrum of counseling needs, in the highest professional 
manner, guided by the Holy Spirit and supported by prayer



100% of Counselees Responded Positively
When Asked If They Were Treated With

Dignity by Their Counselor.



Gerholz Center Mission

 Empowered by Christ‟s love, we provide 
hope through excellence in counseling, 
life changing experiences, and 
relationships from a Christian 
perspective.



Gerholz Center Vision

Motivated by gratitude for the love we 
find in the person and presence of Jesus 
Christ, we serve the emotional, 
psychological, social, spiritual and 
physical needs of our neighbors in this 
congregation and community.



Priority is given to members of First  
Presbyterian Church, to clergy and 

their families.



Serving Couples

 Marriage 
concerns

 Family concerns

 Evening 
appointments 
available



Serving Individuals

 Anxiety

 Grief

 Life Decisions

 Depression

 Adult survivors of 
childhood abuse



Serving Children

 Parent-Child 
Relationship

 School difficulties

 Play therapy

http://www.fpcf.org/FPCF_MinistryPrograms/Congregational Care/visitation.htm


Serving Families

 Marriage concerns

 Family concerns

 Depression

 Spiritual Concerns

 Past trauma or 
abuse



A Quote from a Counselee:

“I am very appreciative of all the help I have 
received from the Gerholz Center!  I don‟t know 
how I would have made it this far without it.  It is 
truly God-sent.  Thank you.



94% of Counselees Say They Have
Received Help for Their Problems

At the Gerholz Center



More than
90% of Our Clients Are Nonmembers 

From the Surrounding Community

An Out-Reach Opportunity…



A Quote from a Counselee:

“We are very grateful for all of the help we have 
received here for our family.   It has helped us so 
much.



Public Speaking

 Telling the Gerholz 
Center story to 
others

 Advising the 
Christian 
community of the 
services provided



Prayer Foundation

 Continuous prayer for the Center‟s 
counselees

 Available to any requesting counselee

 Counselees names are never released



Professional Counselors

Andy Armstrong
•32 Years Experience

•L.M.S.W., L.M.F.T.



Professional Counselors

Jerry Walden
 16 Years experience

 L.M.S.W.

 Ordained Pastor



Part-time Professional 
Counselors

 Barb Horcha

 Deb Olson 

 Connie Giguere

 Bobbi Hardy



Quote from a Counselee

“I have been in counseling at the Gerholz 
Center for many years and the level of 
knowledge and expertise is unmatched.  
My counselor is truly an asset to the 
Gerholz Center, as I am very certain I 
would not be as emotionally healthy as I 
am today without having their guidance 
and compassion over the years.”



Volunteer Professional 
Counselors

Laurie Powell

Lisa Horne

Pat Jones



Peer Counselors

 Over 9 months of 
extensive training

 Listening ear and 
responsive voice

 Supervised by the  
professional staff

 Variety of 
backgrounds and 
talents

Our Peer ( Paraprofessional) Counselors
Have an Average of 8 Years of Active

Counseling Experience



Gerholz Center Office Staff

Val Eagleson—Office Manager

Chris PoczaðEvening Receptionist/
Record Keeper



Community Education

 Service to Flint 
and the 
surrounding area

 Provide 
workshops and 
seminars



Contributions

 Counseling is a ministry of First 
Presbyterian Church

 No „fee‟ is charged for Gerholz services 

 All contributions and gifts to the Center 
are voluntary tax deductible donations to 
First Presbyterian Church



$300 Will Typically Provide a Complete 
Course of Counseling for the Average
Counseling Unit (Child, Couple, Family

Or Individual)

No One Is Turned Away for Lack of
Funds



Funding Sources

Percentage
Required
Annually

To
Operate

The
Center

Annual
Needs

Provided by the
Endowment

Provided by 
Counselee 
Contributions and 
Other Gifts

Annual
Income



A Quote from a Counselee

“ I never thought a counselor of the opposite sex 

could relate with me.   I was very wrong.  I feel very 

blessed and hope one day to repay the services I 

have been provided.  I may be “stubborn” at times 

and also sometimes do not understand or be 

somewhat in denial of certain aspects of my 

therapy; however, I personally feel that I have 

achieved and learned an awful lot and hope one 

day for a balanced life.   I still have faith—thanks to 

my counselor.” 


