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Children’s Pageant 
FIRST READING: LUKE 1:26-38 

. 

SONG 

An angel brought the news to Mary, an angel brought the news of a child;  
“God has chosen you, God has chosen you, God has chosen you to bear a child.” 

SOLO 
“I do not understand,” said Mary. “I do not understand, but I know  
God has chosen me, God has chosen me, God has chosen me to bear a child.” 

Do not be afraid dear Mary, do not be afraid to bear this child. 

SOLO 
”I am not afraid, I am not afraid, I am not afraid to bear this child.” 

This child will come in peace, this child will come in love, 
This child will bring salvation to the world, Hope, love, and joy! 
This child will rule our hearts, this child will bear our pain, 
This child will glorify God’s name!  

The angel went away from Mary, the angel went away, but Mary stayed, And 
pondered in her heart, pondered in her heart, 
Pondered in her heart the news that day.  
Pondered in her heart the news that day.  
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In the sixth month, the angel, Gabriel, was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. The virgin’ “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But 
she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be. The angel said to her “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. And now you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 
will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most 
High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to 
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called 
Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a 
son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing 
will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from 
her. 
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SECOND READING: LUKE 2:1-5 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 

SONG 

Come with us to Bethlehem! Come with joy, young and old, 
Come with us to Bethlehem! There a story will soon unfold.  

Count your name in the book of life, son and daughter, husband and wife! 
See the stable, smell the sweet hay, God’s gift of love is ours this day!  

SONG 

We’re here in Bethlehem (We’re here in Bethlehem) 
We’ve come a long way (We’ve come a long way) 
We’re tired, we’re hungry (We’re tired, we’re hungry) 
We have no place to stay (We have no place to stay) 
But we must find shelter (But we must find shelter) 
The baby will come soon (The baby will come soon) 
Here is a stable (Here is a stable)  
This will be our room. (This will be our room) 

The stable is warm in the cold of the night, 
The lantern burns brightly providing us light.  
The animals living here are ever so mild.  
The manger will make a safe bed for our child. 

We’re here in Bethlehem, (We’re here in 
Bethlehem) The hour has come, (The hour has 
come) 
To welcome Jesus, (To welcome Jesus) 
God’s only Son. (God’s only Son) 

THIRD READING: LUKE 2:6-7 

While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth 
to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn. 

SONG 

Lullaby, sweet Jesus, close your eyes, dream of the angels under starry skies. Lullaby, 
sweet Jesus, hear the angels sing, they tell us of the hope you bring. 

Sleep, now, rest your head, in your tiny manger bed. 
As you grow, the world will know God’s great love, which you will show. 
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Go, Tell It on the Mountain
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

136

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: African American spiritual; stanzas, John W. Work II, 1940
MUSIC: African American spiritual; arr. John W. Work III, 1940; harm. Melva Wilson Costen, 1987
Music Harm. © 1989 Melva Wilson Costen

GO TELL IT
7.6.7.6 with refrain

Like other material from oral traditions, 19th-century African American spirituals flourished without being
written down. Their refrains were their most stable parts, and narrative stanzas were often improvised to fit.
These Nativity stanzas attempt to recall that tradition.
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FOURTH READING: LUKE 2:8-14 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 

cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

SONG 

Gloria, gloria, gloria! Gloria in excelsis deo! 
Glory be to God on high, Glory be to God!  
The angels sing of peace on earth, For they have seen God’s light, 
The angels sing of Jesus’ birth, Rejoice with them this night!  

Glory be to God! 

FIFTH READING: LUKE 2:15-20 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”  

So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in 
the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 
them in her heart.  

The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 
and seen, as it had been told them. 

SONG 

Hurry, hurry, shepherds to the stable in Bethlehem,  
Hurry, hurry, shepherds, now do not delay, 
Hurry, hurry, shepherds to the stable in Bethlehem, angels have pointed the way. 

You will find a baby in a manger, he will be the shepherd of us all, 
He will keep us safe from every danger; we will follow his call. 

Once you’ve found the baby in the manger, just a tiny boy, 
Tell the world he will not be a stranger, he will bring great joy! 

SIXTH READING: MAT THEW 2:1-8 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has 

been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 
come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was 
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah 
was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among 
the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my 
people Israel.’” 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 
exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found 
him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 

SEVENTH READING: MAT THEW 2:9-12 

When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went 
the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where 
the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And 
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own 
country by another road. 

SONG 

Like the shepherds, we come to adore you Jesus, 
Like the shepherds we want the world to know,  
The peace that you bring, 
Oh, let us sing of the seeds of love you sow.  

Like the magi we bring our gifts, dear Jesus,  
Now with joy and thanksgiving and love. 
We will bring you our treasures, 
We will bring you our hearts, with praises to God above! 

ENSEMBLE (Cordner and Ella Rossmaessler, Nona Chambers Oliver) 
I will bring you music with melodies so clear. I will sing your praises for all to hear! 

ENSEMBLE (Annabella Beauvais, Gwen Chambers Oliver, Cidonia Higgerson) 
I will bring you paintings with colors bright and true. I will show your glories with visions new! 

ENSEMBLE (Ezra Novak, Zack Chambers Oliver , Elliot Skaff) 
I will bring you dances with gracefulness and poise, I will dance to share with the world my joy! 

ENSEMBLE (Calvin Novak, Noah VanBuskirk, Charlotte Williams)
I will bring you stories with messages of peace. I will preach your word till all time shall cease! 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN 

“Go Tell It on the Mountain” 
Hymn No. 136 (See next page)
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